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Asymmetric intramolecular ...

... direct hydroarylation of a-ketoamides gives various optically active 3-substituted 3-
hydroxy-2-oxindoles in high yields with complete regioselectivity and high enantiose-
lectivities. As shown by Y. Yamamoto et al. in their Communication on page 2658 ff. this
reaction is realized by the use of an asymmetric cationic iridium complex formed in situ,
which provides enantioselective direct addition at the more hindered ortho C—H bond to

a carbonyl group. W l L E Y' VC H
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